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JAPANESE WAR CRIMES "DOUPLE TINTH* 
CASE, CHANGI, SINGAPORE. 


aFFIDAYTIT 


with address C/o Hiltermann Bros., 2) Lime Street, London, 5.0.3, make 


Is CHARLES ERIC HILTERIANN, Merchant of BRINKMANY and Co., Singapore, 
oath and say cs follovvs, 


| le I was in singapore at the time of the capituletion of the 
British forces to the Japanese in February 1942, Jnroedictely after the 
capitulation and in company vith most of the other civiliens on tho 
islend { was interned in CHANGI GAOL, There I stuyed until 15 October 
1943. On that date and without warning JY vus taken to tho Fempoi-toi 

| hoadquarters at the Y,),C,A, Othor people vere tukon with me and they 

were LIONEL GOODALL and JIoMy MILNE, ‘ve were not given any information 

{ 

| 


as to why we were tuken, nor wus uny churge mado cguinst us. ‘ve all 
threo crrived at the Y,M.C.A, on the sume dcy, 15 October und wore ct 
once put intc various caves. All the time I was in the Y,M.CiAy which 
vas four wovks there were anything from cighteon to twenty-five poople 
in this cuge. se just hud bare bonrds to lie on und there was a 
pedestal /.C, in one corner which ire had to use for all purposes, 
washing, drinkin, water and of course necessary calls of natures 

our food consisted of very limited quantities of rice, which was « 
starvation dict, 


26 tithin half an hour of my arrival at the Y,},C.A. I was 
pulled out for interrogation by the Japanese. The Japancse 
interrogator started off by saying; "ie know everything, tell us 
ull you know", J hadn't the slightest idea what thoy were talkig 
ubout und J said so. without more ado JY was struck by the third 
Japanese person, who was obviously there purely in tho capacity of 
& beater up. The other two were of course the interrogator and 
his interproter. Then they started my interrogation proper, 

I was accused of spying, asked tho names of spicos in CHAIlGI and 
agents in SINGAPORE, I was alse questioned about o radio trans- 
mitter. The whole interrogation listed from 1.30 in the afternoon 
until 9,30 at night, when I was carried down to my cage in a somi- 
conscious condition. 0On six other interrogations within the next 
10 days T hud to undergo similar treatment. 


36 ly memory is ao little vague as to the kind of various 
tortures which were inflicted on me duringthose questionings. 

One of the tortures I remembor was being tied up in a kneeling 
position with a stick under my kneos and hands tied behia oy 
back. A rope was then tied to my wrist and over a pully in the 
ceiling. One of the Japanese then pulled on the rope and I was 
hoisted up by my wrists. ‘hile in this a,onising position I was 
beaten with sticks und ropes. I also had the water troatment 
which consisted of a cloth being put over my mouth and then water 
being poured on it ond J very nearly suffocated. In order to 
breathe I had to take in a grcat quantity of water and this 
distended my stomch cnormously. I was, howover, spared tho 
torture of somebody jumping on me, 


| he Anothor mothod they used was to tie me to a table and 

| burn me with cigarette onds and choroots up and down my thighs. I havo 
the scars of these still on me. Thcse tortures J have enumerated 
were the mjor ones. All through those interrogations I was con- 
stantly beuten ond kicked and knocked about by the interpreter, 
interrogator und any of the Japanese who were present, 
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. after ten daysof this they gave up trying to get any 
information out of me und I was left moreor loss in pouce. after four 
weeks in the Y.M.C.A. I Ws sent over to gnith street Detention 
porracks and there I was kept ino tiny cell measuring 6, ft. 
by 5¢ ft. There vere sometimes os many us soven people in 
vere ot the same time, This minute coll had also a pedestal 
typo "".c, in it. On the occasion that there were seven people 
there wo literally had to squct on the flocr and thare was ho 
chence of stretching out. Apurt from this physical discomfort 
there was the ucute mental distress of hearing the scroums end 
yells of othor unfortunate people beilg sortured in other rooms 
in tho same building, and never knowing waeu one wos going to be 
called for interrogation and torture oneself. This mental 
torture was the worst part of the whole imprisonment which I 
suffered both in the Y.M,C.a. ond gaith streot. It was almost 
vorse in tho Y.M.C.A. which was & large wooden building and cs 
all the doors ere open, one could hear everything that went One 
Tt was like "bedlum* day and night. 


6. Food ct guith stroct was mich the sane a6 at tho ¥.M.C.#, 
It consisted of very limited qu.ntitioes of rice - not onough to 
live on for vory long. During the three months I was there nothing 
| happened to me personolly apert from the usucl prutal treatment 
of tho gucrds, sometime in the middle of ypreh I went back to 
tho Y¥.é.C.A. and spent another three weeks ther. JI was finally 
releused on the Sth april 1944 and was brought back to Changi 
where J spent four or five weeks in hospital. 


Te puring the time I wos in the ¥.14,.C.A. cond Scith street, 
I sav au good mny of the Rritish poople who were seizcd by the 

! xempei-tai during october 19/3. On one occasion I saw the Bishop 
of gingapore who hed been mltroated terribly. His logs from his 
hips to his cnkles had becn beaten to pulp. They wore literally 
like rov meat. He could not move ot all und vos just cbout able 
to crovl. J also sav STEVE'SO! before he dicd. He was bleck und 
bluo from becting. His body wus in a terrible condition. He toc 
cculd barcly move himself. MIDDLEENOO: I saw qhile I was in gnith 
strect. He told me ghot treatment he hod suffered during his 
interrogation and that Ice 81 was the mon responsible. He was ina 
yory bad physical condition, covered in bruises und sores. 
FRASER I ulso saw in guith gtrcot. He had not been badly treated 
when IT met him. He 1/us only suffering from severe dysontory and 
wag so week th.t he hud to bo helped to the 7.0, We ourselves 
were g60 weak at the timc that we could hardly get him there. 

 prARY was in the opposite coll to m ct gnith gtreot and I could 
sec him throuch the bars. He wos blown up like 4 balloon from 
bori-bori. CLARY was vith me in the sume cage ct gnith stroot. 
Ho tco was in a very bad way from beating ond general maltreatment. 
‘fren he was brou,ht into my coll J simply did not recoynise him 
und had to ask him his n: Tes / 
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5, “ith regard to the naubers of tho Kompoi-tai whom I saw in the 
Y.MiC.A. ond Suith stroct, I have looked curcfully at tho folder of photo- 
graphs shown to me marked "Exhibit 4* and attached to this my offidavits 
In this folcor of photographs I can positively identify Nos. 1, 3, 294 30, 
32, 81, 82, 67 and 84 cs being wonbers of the Kompei-tai whom I sav in the 
Y.MiCa... ond Gaith stroct. 


9° “ith regard to these poople who personally maltreatcd m, Ly 
memory is a little vague but I am almost cortain thot No. 30 was the mn 
who intorrogetee ne first and I ci: positivo that No, 1 was the bestcr up 
on that cccasion. The only othor person { can reccgnise is No. 67. He 
used tc como arounc the ccgcs ané sub {cine in our open sores, This wos 
act done with eny tenderness or wivh « view to alleviating our suffcring. 
He obviously used to enjoy doing it and loughcd et us. 


10. All the Kompci-tai poople wore ulivays vory tidily dressed and 
sucrt in their cppearcnec. They wore usuclly dressed in civilian shark 
skin suits. 


SVORN by the suic CH.RLES ERIC 

HILTERMNN at 3/9 southcptcn 

Row in the County of Londcn, 

this 28th diy cf Janucry 1946 (signed ) ERIC HILTIRMANN,. 


Before 1x, 
(Signed) J. DERMOT “ALSH. 
i Corsiaissioncr for (Ccths. 
cortificd truce copye 


(signed) ? 
It. Cole 
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